
Holiday Lights Parade

Holiday Walk on Main

Christmas Eve 

Christmas Day

Non-Emergency Village 
Facilities Closed*

New Year’s Eve

New Year’s Day

Non-Emergency Village
 Facilities Closed*

Martin Luther King Jr. Day

Valentine’s Day

Business & Community 
Expo

LRS One-Day Service Delay the 
week of Christmas (Dec 26 – 30) 
and New Years Day (Jan 2 – 6)

Dec 3

Dec 4

Dec 24

Dec 25

Dec 26

Dec 31

Jan 1

Jan 2

Jan 16

Feb 14

Feb 25

*

Wauconda WIRE
The

WINTER 2022

Frozen pipes can leave you without 
water in the worst of weather and 
they often cost a lot to repair. With 
a few simple steps, you can easily 
preserve both your pipes and your 
peace of mind.

Before the cold weather sets in, 
check your sprinklers and irrigation 
systems to make sure everything 
is turned off and drained. Identify 
your home’s freezing points and 
plug any drafty windows or doors. 
If you are unable to eliminate the 
source of cold air, protect your 
pipes by wrapping them with in-
sulation and know how to shut off 
your water.

Community Calendar

(continued on page 8)
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When temperatures plummet and 
stay below freezing, open any cabi-
nets or doors to let the warmer room 
temperature flow in and keep the wa-
ter moving through the pipes by al-
lowing a small trickle of water to run.

If your pipes do freeze, shut off the 
water supply to that area immediate-
ly. Use a space heater, heat lamp, or 
hair dryer to thaw the frozen length 
of pipe. DO NOT LEAVE THE THAW-
ING DEVICES UNATTENDED. Once the 
pipes are thawed, slowly turn the wa-
ter back on and check pipes and joints 
for any cracks.  If a pipe bursts, shut the 
water off and contact your preferred 
plumber for assistance. 

Tips to Avoid Frozen Pipes This Winter



Wauconda Forever
On Wednesday, November 9th the Village of 
Wauconda offered a special viewing of the 
original Marvel Studios Black Panther in hon-
or of the release of the sequel Black Panther 
Wakanda Forever. It was a great family event 
with popcorn donated by Scott Uglinica and 
Backyard Chocolate hot chocolate. Thank you to 
everyone that came out and made it a success! 
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Mayor’s Message
Jeff A. Sode

Dear Neighbors,

We have enjoyed a remarkable year in 
Wauconda. I am happy to report that 
in 2022, the Village maintained a bal-
anced budget. For the fiscal year that 

ended on April 30, 2022, operating costs in our Village General 
Fund held flat compared to the prior year, which met our goal of 
keeping any increases at or below inflation.

We will continue to review operations in order to identify and im-
plement any additional cost-efficiency measures. The General Fund 
has 10 months of operating reserves, and we plan to use those fi-
nancial resources to kickstart a more robust, long-term street main-
tenance program, which is currently in development. Additionally, 
we are in the process of long-range asset and maintenance plan-
ning for our waste water treatment plant, storm water manage-
ment, vehicle and equipment replacement and lake management. 
We should be completing this process in the next few months.

I also wanted to note some other administrative projects that 
occurred this year:

• We recently approved an intergovernmental agreement 
(IGA) with the Lake County Sheriff’s Office to officially patrol 
the unincorporated section of Bangs Lake

• We implemented a property maintenance program mid-sum-
mer, which has averaged an incredible 80% compliance rate.

• As of January 1, 2022, we have updated our building codes to 
comply with the 2018 International Building Code

• Our Service Request System (SRS)—which allows residents and 
other Village customers to submit inquiries and facilitate other 
Village business all through a centralized online platform—has 
received 166 requests. 68% of these issues have been resolved 
so far, while the rest are still active or being investigated. Please 
make use of the SRS, which you will find on our website at 
egovlink.com/wauconda/action.asp

• Plans are underway for the “Path of Honor,” which will connect 
the 9/11 Memorial and Memorial Park. A groundbreaking cer-
emony is scheduled to be held next spring

• We held our first Latin Heritage Festival this past summer, 
which had a better-than-expected community turnout

• We welcomed several new businesses to the community. Hon-
eybella  Pancakes & Cafe opened in the old White Alps Cafe 
location, Innershot Ax Throwing (near Ace Hardware), Atletico 
(near Jewel), Salsa King, Advanced Prototype and H&R Block 
also made their Wauconda debut. Fifth Third Bank also built a 
new facility and is expected to open soon.

On December 1, 1919, the Village Board ap-
proved the Articles of Agreement on a Sewer 
and Water System for the Village, which was 
presented by J.L. Pickens, an engineer from 
Kankakee, Illinois. Following its approval, the 
Board unanimously passed an ordinance au-
thorizing the issuance of Water Bonds. The 
amount was $5,200.00. The decision was then 
brought before the residents for a vote which 
tallied 46 votes against and 113 votes in fa-
vor of the project. Modifications were made 
to the original plan after the State Board of 
Health Engineer, Mr. Ferguson, advised that 
a separate system for storm water and sew-
age sewers would be more practical and less 
expensive in the long run. The combination 
system would require the maintenance of 
filter beds which would need to be cleaned 
after each heavy storm, causing additional 
burden and concern for property owners near 
the outlets. Finally on March 21, 1921, the Vil-
lage Board approved the amended ordinance 
to construct a system of certain main sewers 
with manholes and house connections and a 
sewage purification works. 

Village of Wauconda 
History 



Additionally, I am happy to 
announce a few exciting per-
sonnel changes to our admin-
istration:

• Jake Mann, who previously 
served as our Public Works 
Superintendent, was ap-
pointed the Director of 
Public Works

• Luke Markko will now 
serve as our Public Works 
Superintendent

 
I’d also like to congratulate 
two of our employees Deputy 
Chief John Combs, who grad-
uated with 235 other law en-
forcement officers from the FBI 
National Academy in Quan-
tico, Virginia, and Sergeant 
Kristan Kolar who graduated 
from the Northwestern Univer-
sity School of Police Staff and 
Command.

Last but not least, I would like 
to wish all of our residents and 
businesses a healthy, happy and 
safe holiday season, as well as a 
prosperous 2023.

I am so thankful for your unwav-
ering support of the Village over 
the past year. Thank you to all for 
continuing to help our commu-
nity flourish.

(Mayor's Message continued)
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Years of Service Awards
On October 4 and 18, Mayor Sode and the Village Board of Trustees acknowledged 
the years of service for all full and part-time staff. Challenge coins were presented to 
each staff member with the milestone dates and name engraved on the back. The 
Village of Wauconda stands apart from the national average with staff tenure of 
10.67 years. We are very proud of the hard work and dedication our staff puts forth. 

YEARS OF SERVICE RECOGNITION
25+ YEARS

20 YEARS

15+ YEARS

10+ YEARS

5+ YEARS

LESS THAN 5 YEARS

Jacob Mann

Tim Burke 
John Combs
Thomas Robertson
Peter Bognar
Sean Lewakowski
Mark Gedde

Kristan Kolar
David Musser
Donna Baseley
Christopher Gallivan

Humberto Reyes
Sherry Davies

Jeffery Lowe
Jeffery Giacinto 
Darold Wojciechowski
Joseph Coulter
Alise Coulter

Manuel Hernandez
Joshua Grogan
Greg Anderson
Michael Nardulli
Thomas Lyons
Donna Zorbas-O’Brien
Patrick Abney
Thomas Caravia
Peter McDermott

Timothy Burke

Bart Romero
Kenneth Wich
Jason Johnson
Frank Burton
Alejandra Guerrero
Heather Cognac

Dustin Buffington
Nicholas Weglarek
Anna Kootstra
Lori Emch

Joan Rinaldi

Rolando Ruiz
Candice O’Connor
David Wermes
Michael Aiardo
Rodney Scott

Lily Meyer-Volinek
Allison Matson
Richard Stranc
James Patterson
Marlo Johnson
Matt Thoennes
Liz Mak
Konrad Sek
Bernard Conboy



Space Heater Safety Tips
Space heaters are a great way to warm specific rooms in your home without 
having to crank up the thermostat, but using space heaters doesn’t come 
without risk! Follow the tips below to keep your home safe. 

• Buy a unit with an automatic shutoff in case the unit tips over, or you forget 
to shut it off

• Plug your space heater directly into the wall outlet. Do not run cords under 
carpet or rugs

• Keep your space heater at a safe distance (at least 3 feet) from flammable 
materials, such as curtains and blankets

• NEVER cover your space heater

• If your space heater has a damaged electrical cord or produces sparks, do not use

• Avoid using your space heater in your bathroom or around moisture. The 
moisture can damage the unit, which could cause it to malfunction

Using the right amount of salt could make a big difference for our local water-
ways – and our pocketbooks. Using the right amount of salt keeps you safe, saves 
money and protects our lakes and streams. Join us and reduce the amount of 
salt used on your driveways and sidewalks. 

Here are some tips for salting smart this winter:

• SHOVEL FIRST Clear all snow from driveway and sidewalks before it turns 
to ice. Salt should only be used after the snow is removed and only in areas 
needed for safety.

• SIZE UP  More salt does not mean more melting. A 12-ounce coffee mug of 
salt should be enough for a 20-foot driveway or about 10 sidewalk squares.

• SPREAD Distribute the salt evenly, not in clumps

• SWEEP If you see leftover salt on the ground after the ice melts, then you’ve 
used too much! Sweep up leftover salt to keep it out of our waterways

• SWITCH Rock salt stops working if the temperature is below 15 degrees. 
When temperatures drop that low, switch to sand for traction or choose a 
different deicer formulated for colder temperatures

Salt Smart at Home

Gas Meter & Furnace Vent Safety
With winter weather looming, please remember to keep your gas meter and fur-
nace vents clear! A meter or vent covered in snow can cause furnaces and water 
heaters to stop working and cause carbon monoxide to build up in your home. Car-
bon Monoxide is an odorless, colorless, deadly gas that can come without warning. 
Make sure to test your CO detectors regularly. If your CO alarm goes off or you feel 
any symptoms such as headache, dizziness, weakness, upset stomach, vomiting, 
chest pain, and confusion, get out of the house and call 9-1-1 immediately. Spread 
the word, check on your elderly neighbors and family members, and stay safe!

Fireplace Safety
Gathering around a warm, 
crackling fireplace is a great 
way to create family memories. 
Here are some tips to help 
keep you and your family safe:

• Make sure that your fire-
place and chimney have 
been inspected and 
cleaned prior to use.

• Open the damper or flue 
before starting a fire. 
Keep it open until the fire 
is completely out and the 
ashes have cooled.

• Clear the area of any flam-
mable materials, such as 
drapes, furniture, rugs, or 
magazines.

• Use a starter log if you 
need help lighting a fire. 
Never use lighter fluid, 
gasoline, or other sub-
stances, as these can lead 
to explosions.

• Pay attention to the fire – 
even when it looks like it’s 
died down. Embers can 
relight quickly.

• Keep a fire extinguisher 
on hand at all times and 
test your smoke detec-
tors regularly

• Remove any snow and ice 
from hydrant

• Clear a wide enough pe-
rimeter to walk around it 
(about 3 feet )

• Clear a path from hydrant 
to street

Keep Hydrants 
Clear
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It takes the cooperation and 
effort of all Wauconda resi-
dents to help ensure safe road 
and pedestrian conditions 
during the winter season. 
Some winter responsibilities 
are required of residents by 
Village ordinance. The follow-
ing are some helpful remind-
ers of winter ordinance re-
quirements in the Village: 

Parking
To help with safe and efficient 
snow removal operations, 
parking any vehicle on any 
street in the Village after a 
snowfall of two inches or 
more is prohibited. Vehicles 
in violation of this ordinance 
may be ticketed and/or towed 
at the owner’s expense.

Placing Snow on 
Streets
To help keep streets clear of 
snow and safe for travel, res-
idents are asked to not clear 
snow from their sidewalks 
and/or driveways onto streets. 
Please see the Winter Season 
Preparations section for helpful 
tips on how to clear your drive-
way and avoid the “second 
shovel”. 

Sidewalk Snow          
Removal
The Village encourages safe  
pedestrian travel throughout 
the Village. Property owners 
are required to remove snow 
and ice from sidewalks adja-
cent to their property within 
24 hours after a snowfall of 
two inches or more.

Winter               
Ordinance         
Reminders

Each year the Village receives questions and comments about snow plow 
clearing. The following are last year’s most frequently asked questions:

• Why can’t the plow drivers lift the plow at each driveway? The Village 
of Wauconda encompasses over 5000 residences. In order to lift the plows 
for each driveway or entrance to a parking lot, the clearing time would be 
exponentially longer. The Village’s primary responsibility is to create a safe 
passage throughout the Village for emergency vehicles and then to clear 
the remainder of the snow for commuters. 

• Why do plow drivers push snow back into our driveways after we have 
shoveled? Depending on the amount of snowfall during a snow storm, the 
Village plow trucks may need to make several passes to ensure streets are 
fully open. By clearing an area before your driveway you create a place for 
the snow to be deposited, other than your driveway. 

• Why are some roads completely cleared when others have only the 
center lane cleared? During a heavy snowfall, Village trucks make one or 
two passes to make certain that a road is passable and return when the 
snowfall rates lessen or stop to clear the roads to the curb. 

• Why can’t the snow from cul-de-sacs get plowed to the center rather 
than curb? Roads in the Midwest are designed to crown in the middle and 
slope down towards the curb for rainwater runoff. This slope naturally pushes 
snow towards the curb line as well. Additionally, cul-de-sacs have less curb-
space in between driveways giving the appearance of more snow buildup. 

• The plow covered the sidewalk in snow! Drivers do their best not to push 
snow onto sidewalks, but sometimes it is unavoidable. 

• Why doesn’t Public Works clear my sidewalk? Sidewalks are the responsi-
bility of the adjacent property owners. The Village is responsible for sidewalks 
that are adjacent to public property such as Village facilities and the munici-
pal lot. Likewise, the Wauconda Park District clears sidewalks adjacent to their 
parks and the D118 School District clears sidewalks adjacent to their schools.

Each winter season presents challenges. If you are able, please pitch in to help 
those that are unable and please be patient, we are in this together.

Village of Wauconda Snow Plowing FAQ’s

The Village of Wauconda is responsible for 13 snow plowing routes which covers 
approximately 114 lane miles of streets and roads throughout the Village. This 
includes the plowing of Illinois Route 176 (from Fairfield Road to Anderson Road) 
and Illinois Route 59 (from E. Liberty Street to Oak Grove Drive) through an inter-
governmental agreement (IGA) with the Illinois Department of Transportation. 
The Village also performs snow and ice removal service for the municipally 
owned parking lots and alleys. The following roads are maintained by other gov-
ernmental agencies with jurisdiction in the Village:

• Bonner Road (Lake County Department of Transportation)
• Fairfield Road  (Lake County Department of Transportation)
• Gilmer Road  (Lake County Department of Transportation)
• U.S. Route 12 (Illinois Department of Transportation)

Who Plows My Street?
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The 2022 Wauconda Honors Banner recipients were:

• Arthur Cook Civil War
• Edgar Eugene Gilbert  Civil War
• Harry Matthews WWI
• Harry Kirwan WWI
• Thomas Reilly WWII
• Dale S. Lincoln WWII
• H.B. George Lincoln WWII

Thank you to the families and sponsors who make this program possible. To 
get more information about the program or to view past banners, visit the 
website at Wauconda-il.gov/HonorsBanners. To nominate a Veteran or be-
come a sponsor, please contact Alise Coulter at Acoulter@wauconda-il.gov or 
(847) 526-9600 ext. 112. 

Wauconda Honors Banners

Son of Andrew & Mary Cook
 – Historical Andrew C. Cook House

Matthews Middle School named after the 
Matthews family Farm
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The U.S. Marine Corps Reserve 
is conducting its annual Toys 
for Tots toy drive. The goal is to 
collect new, unwrapped toys 
during the months of October, 
November and early Decem-
ber and distribute those toys 
as Christmas gifts to needy 
children in the community. 
Last year over 52,000 toys were 
distributed to 32,000 children 
throughout Lake County. Dona-
tions can be dropped off in the 
front vestibule off the Waucon-
da American Legion Post 911, 
located at 515 S. Main Street. 

Toys for Tots

The Wauconda/Island Lake 
Food Pantry’s purpose is to 
help local families and indi-
viduals in times of emergen-
cy or unusual hardship, and 
in some cases to help sustain 
low-income families and peo-
ple who are elderly. Food do-
nations are needed now more 
than ever before. For more in-
formation call (847) 526-8684 
or email infowilfp@gmail.
com. If you need assistance, 
please call the food pantry di-
rectly at (847) 526-8684.

Food Pantry

The Wauconda Police Depart-
ment will be conducting their 
annual Shop with a Cop event 
on December 10. Each year a 
group of local children are se-
lected to spend time with an 
officer, which creates a positive 
experience, while shopping for 
Christmas gifts. If you are inter-
ested in donating to the Shop 
with a Cop fund, please contact 
the Wauconda Police Depart-
ment at (847) 526-2421. 

Shop with a Cop

How to Dispose of Your Christmas Tree
Residents looking to dispose of their Christmas trees after the holiday have two 
convenient options, through Lakeshore Recycling Systems (LRS) or at Lake County 
Forest Preserve (LCFP): 

LAKESHORE RECYCLING SYSTEMS (LRS)
LRS, the Village’s refuse contractor, will conduct Christmas tree collection service 
from Monday, Jan 2, 2023 through Friday, Jan 13, 2023. Residents should have 
their Christmas tree at the curb by 7:00am on their service day during the specified 
dates to be collected for composting. The maximum length accepted by LRS is 7 
ft. If your tree exceeds 7ft, it must be cut in half. Trees should not be in tree bags. 

If you have any questions, please contact LRS at 847-381-9300 or visit their 
website at  LRSrecycles.com/Wauconda. 

LAKE COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE HOLIDAY TREE RECYCLING
Bring your tree to Lakewood Forest Preserve, open daily from 6:30am to sunset. 
Trees should be dropped off along Forest Preserve Drive. 

Donated trees are chipped and used for trails and landscaping at forest preserves 
throughout Lake County. Drop-offs accepted at the marked sites only between  
December 26 and February 1. Only undecorated, real Christmas trees will be 
accepted. No yard waste. Commercial drop-offs are prohibited.

• Walter Broughton WWII
• William C. Kisselburg WWII
• Stan Smith WWII
• Dr. Lawrence Foulke WWII
• J. Robert Reardon Korean War
• Sulev Ahven  Vietnam
• Dan Smith  Vietnam



Path of Honor
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Winter Meeting 
Schedule

WINTER MEETINGS:
December 6 and 20

January 3 and 17
February 7 and 21

Village Board Meetings are 
held at 6:00pm in the Village 
Hall Board Room, located at 
101 North Main Street. Imme-
diately following each Village 
Board Meeting, the Mayor and 
Trustees will meet as the Com-
mittee of the Whole to discuss 
Village business. 

Snowmobile & Motorized Vehicle Safety
Wauconda Village Code sets a max speed limit of 50 mph while operating any 
snowmobile, ATV, UTV or other motorized conveyance on any frozen water 
located within the Village limits. Between sunset and 10am the speed limit is 
reduced to a maximum of 25 miles per hour. Speed reduction is required when 
within 100’ of any building, person, skater, or person not on a snowmobile, etc. 
to 10mph, and only speed necessary to maintain forward conveyance when 
within 100’ of someone fishing (Sec. 77.05).

The Village of Wauconda also requires that all motorized vehicles be insured 
and registered with the State of Illinois. Registration tags should be displayed 
appropriately. Additional information can be found on the Illinois DNR web-
site. The Marine Patrol Unit oversees winter lake activities. 
 
All activities on the waters or surface of Bangs Lake or any body of water in the 
Village of Wauconda are at the participants’ own risk. The Village of Wauconda 
assumes no liability for said use.

The Village of Wauconda is now accepting sponsorhips and do-
nations for the 2023 Path of Honor Project, set to break ground 
in early Spring. These donations will help fund the pathway 
conjoining Memorial Park and the 9/11 Memorial. If you would 
like to make a donation or learn more about this project, please 
visit our website at wauconda-il.gov/pathofhonor or donor-
box.org/path-of-honor.

211 is a 24-hour information 
and referral helpline, which is 
free, confidential, and multi-
lingual. It’s designed to reduce 
time and frustration by acting 
as a central access point to 
health and human services 
in Lake County. Without 211, 
people are often faced with 
finding services on their own. 
The result is a lot of time spent 
calling around trying to find 
the answer to their need. 

211 helps individuals, families, 
and providers navigate and 
connect with a wide range of 
local health and human ser-
vices, including mental health 
services, addiction support and 
rehabilitation, crisis counseling, 
supplemental food programs, 
shelter and affordable housing 
options, employment and ed-
ucation support, financial sup-
port, disaster information and 
relief…and much more. 

211 Lake County – 
Help Starts Here

Fishing Shelter Fees
All shelters must be registered with the Wauconda Police Department. Permits 
can be obtained on the lake or in advance at the Wauconda Police Department 
located at 311 S. Main Street. More information can be found on the website 
under Marine Patrol Unit. 

• $45 Permanent Shelter: This shelter can be left on the ice all season,         
unattended

• $25 Temporary: This shelter must be taken down daily, must not be left 
unattended, and can be erected throughout the entire season

• $0 No Shelter: No fee for fishing without a shelter e.g., anglers sitting on 
a bucket on the open ice

SCAN HERE



STAR Charities, which stands for Sharing Time and Resourc-
es, is a local nonprofit organization created by Progressive 
Components in 2003. STAR Volunteers work tirelessly each 
year to bring much-needed food, clothing, and other ne-
cessities to those less fortunate by working with local food 
pantries and schools.

(Banner Retirement continued from page 1)

Wauconda WIRE
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Wauconda Coat Drive
Help support this great effort by dropping off any new or 
gently used coats, new gloves, hats, and socks to one of the 
many participating locations. Bins are located at: Waucon-
da Park District, Wauconda Area Chamber of Commerce, 
Honey Hill Coffee Co., JJ Twigs, and Main Street Center. Ad-
ditional information can be found at facebook.com/wau-
condacoatdrive.

Mayor Jeff A. Sode
Village Board Members
John Barbini
Tim Howe
Village Clerk Virginia “Gigi” Radcliffe
Village Hall 847-526-9600
Public Works 847-526-9610
Community Development 847-526-9609
Utility Billing 847-526-9604 
Police Non-Emergency 847-526-2421

101 North Main Street
Wauconda, IL 60084

Wauconda-Il.gov
Commercial use or reproduction of any materials contained in this 
newsletter is prohibited without permission of the Village of Wauconda.

@VillageofWauconda     
@Wauconda60084     
Village of Wauconda     
Wauconda_60084
Village of Wauconda, Illinois

Adam Schlick
Tom Shaw

Jennifer Kuhn
Nicole M. Strauts

A translated version of the newsletter is available on the Village 
website at wauconda-il.gov/Newsletters. Una versión traducida 
del boletín informativo está disponible en el sitio web de la 
Ciudad en: wauconda-il.gov/Newsletters


